
TToouurriisstt  IInnffoorrmmaattiioonn  OOffffiiccee      
Located on the street Rua António Alves de Oliveira, this space is intended to 
help promote the tourism in Nordeste as well as selling handicrafts and local 
products. Here you can find several articles made in Nordeste as well as gather 
information about tourist and cultural places of interest in Nordeste. There is also a 
small room where you can see local and regional artistic works. 

AA  ––  GGaarrddeenn  aanndd  oolldd  wwaatteerrmmiillllss  
In this garden you can enjoy the beautiful valley of Ribeira do Guilherme, which 
has one of the greatest panoramic views before arriving at Vila de Nordeste. It's 
accessible through the old road Estrada Regional, and has very pleasant spaces to 
walk and enjoy nature, surrounded by water elements (Lake, waterfalls and water 
channels) which give it a very uprising environment. 

BB  ––  OOlldd  ssttoonnee  bbrriiddggee  ((11888877))  
The bridge over the river Ribeira do Guilherme, which separates Vila de Nordeste 
from Lomba da Fazenda dates back to 1887 – as can be seen on the wall 
inscription on the North side of the bridge –, and is one of the oldest in Nordeste. 
These kinds of bridges were frequently built in those times in the island of São 
Miguel and even in other islands of the Azores. These bridges were made of stone, 
sometimes supported by lateral supports, with a simple arch over the watercourse.  

CC  ––  OOlldd  lliimmee  kkiillnn  ((rruuiinnss))  aanndd  wwaallkkiinngg  ttrraaiill  
Here you can see the ruins of an old lime kiln, which currently is part of a walking 
trail that intends to mark the memory of this lime kiln and the watermills that once 
existed along the river Ribeira do Guilherme, many of which were destroyed by the 
floods of 1986. This old lime kiln is one of the three still existing in Nordeste that, 
although in ruins, is still recognizable as an ethnographical testimony of a local 
industrial process which should be preserved. 

DD  ––  PPiiggeeoonn''ss  sscchhooooll  ((ddoovveeccoottee))  
The municipal Pigeon's school (dovecote) is located in the Valley of the river Ribeira 
do Guilherme, next to the campsite, in a place with landscapes of great natural 
beauty. It's a space of disclosure that's intended to show the art of creating and 
training the pigeons as well as informing the population about the aspects of its life 
cycle and promote the activities and functions they perform. There are daily trainings 
sessions with the pigeons and occasionally there are sporting events with them. To 
ensure the pigeons' protection, the access to the dovecote is restricted to authorized 
personnel. However, it's possible to make on-site visits by appointment. 

EE  ––  OOlldd  wwaatteerrmmiillllss  
Along the course of the river Ribeira do Guilherme there were the largest number of 
watermills in Nordeste, of which only a few remain due to the destructive action of 
the floods of 1986. These watermills are small structures made of stone, covered with 
traditional roof tiles, whose mechanisms are triggered by the driving force of the 
water. The water is conducted to each watermill through a water channel that enters 
the buildings and, falling down to the lower level, makes mechanisms move. 

FF  ––  CCaammppssiittee  
This campsite is located on the right of the river bank (Ribeira do Guilherme), 
offering great conditions for those looking for a closer contact with nature. The car 
access is both made from Vila de Nordeste and Lomba da Fazenda, through steep 
and narrow paths, with stunning landscapes surroundings. It's set in an area of lush 
vegetation and has bathrooms with hot water, electricity, picnic areas with barbecue 
grills and several tables with benches. Its name comes from the location of the old 
cattle fair that used to exist here in the 19th century, which had 500 heads of cattle in 
the year of 1889. 

GG  ––  SSiigghhttsseeeeiinngg  ppooiinntt    
This small sightseeing point opens the view to the mouth of the river Ribeira do 
Guilherme, from where you can enjoy a magnificent view to the Valley and to the 
natural pool area located by the sea. In Vila de Nordeste, this is one of the places 
with the most beautiful views and unique landscaping environment. 

HH  ––  NNaattuurraall  ppooooll  
This natural pool is one of the bathing areas of reference in Nordeste and has 
lifeguards during the summer. It has parking spots, at the end of the road from Vila 
de Nordeste. Although the path is steep and narrow, it is safe.  It is accessible also by 
Lomba da Fazenda, through a walking trail which passes through the park 
"Parque de Endémicas do Pelado" and ends by the pool. 
The pool has sea-water, changing rooms, sanitary facilities and a solarium. From the 
Pier pool protection you can see Ponta do Arnel hill with the lighthouse at half 
hillside. 

II  ––  NNoossssaa  SSeennhhoorraa  ddoo  RRoossáárriioo''ss  CChhaappeell  ((aarroouunndd  11884488))  
There are records which indicate that this Chapel was founded by a wealthy couple 
from Nordeste, in the first quarter of the 16th century (probably it was initially built 
in 1529). However, the remaining building is from the 19th century, due to the 
reconstruction carried out in 1848. 
It's a small Chapel located on a hill and facing the ocean, accessible by a stone-made 
staircase aligned with the front door of the building. Its facade is framed by basalt 
stonework, which contrasts with the surfaces of the walls painted in white. The top 

ending of the facade has beautiful stonework, with an oval window in the center, 
giving it a delicate and harmonious aspect. 

JJ  ––  CCrraaffttss  CCeennttrree  ((11995544))  
This house dedicated to young women's protection was established by Maria do 
Carmo Pacheco Monte, designed to educate and host young women whose families 
didn't have conditions to do so, focusing on the use of traditional looms, crafts, 
sewing, embroidery and handwork. Here they teach and keep alive traditional crafts 
like embroidery, carpets, quilts and blankets of traditional looms, made in wool, linen 
and fabric flaps. 
The building was constructed in 1954.  In addition to the accommodations, there is a 
handicraft Centre which offers a great variety of handmade, made from wool and 
linen. The costumes for the island's folk ranches are made here, as well as blankets 
and bedspreads made in the traditional looms. Traditional embroideries are still made 
and recognized in all of the Azores for their quality and authenticity. 

KK  ––  CCuullttuurraall  CCeennttrree  
This Cultural Centre is a multi-purpose space where several cultural activities are 
developed,  promoted by the municipality. This also serves as headquarters for the 
Junta de Freguesia of Nordeste and the headquarters for the local Philharmonic 
group: Filarmónica Eco Edificante. 

LL  ––  OOlldd  hhoouussee  ffrroomm  tthhee  1166tthh  cceennttuurryy    
This house is located in the oldest part of Vila de Nordeste and it's one of the oldest 
existing houses across Nordeste. The kind of stonework on the ground floor door, as 
well as the "loveseats" from the window above, attest the antiquity of the building, 
which could be from the 16th century. 

MM  ––  HHoollyy  SSppiirriitt''ss  HHoouussee  ((11993377))    
In Nordeste, the Holy Spirit's Houses are locally called as "treatos", "triatos" or 
"treatros". They are small buildings in the urban area of the villages, which serve to 
support the feasts in honor of the Divine Holy Spirit, and whose iconographic 
symbols are the Royal Crown (symbol of the Queen) with a dove on top (representing 
the Holy Spirit); there are also other worship adornments like the flag, the scepter (one 
of the insignia of the sovereign power), the banner and the small sticks. 
This building is known locally as "Treato do Topo" or "Império da Rua de 
Baixo". It was built in 1937 and is different from all the others, due to its hexagonal 
plant. The interior has a simple altar where, during the festivities, the crowns of the 
Holy Spirit are exposed, surrounded by decorative arrangements and flowers. 

NN  ––PPiiccnniicc  PPaarrkk  
This picnic Park is a pleasant place, with privileged views to Vila de Nordeste, 
where visitors can picnic or even stop to rest and enjoy the beautiful surroundings 
full of flowers that characterizes this space during the spring and summer. 

OO  ––  FFoorrmmeerr  FFrraanncciissccaann  mmoonnaasstteerryy  ((ddeemmoolliisshheedd  aanndd  nnoonn--eexxiisstteenntt))    
This is the place where, in the mid-17th century, the old Franciscan monastery that 
existed in Vila de Nordeste was built, in an isolated spot overlooking the sea. It 
would have incorporated the old chapel of São Sebastião that once was built there. 

PP  ––  OOlldd  lliimmee  kkiillnn  ((rruuiinnss))  
This is one of the three examples of old lime kilns in Nordeste. Although in ruins, it 
is still recognizable as an ethnographical testimony of a local industrial process which 
should be preserved. It's located on the street Rua d'Além, on the east side of the 
village. It is believed to have been an important commercial and industrial place in 
Vila de Nordeste. 

QQ  ––  GGaarrddeenn  wwiitthh  bbaannddssttaanndd  
This garden is an outdoor leisure space, very pleasant, composed by a small square 
decorated with several arboreal species and ornamental plants that give this place a 
multicolor experience during the spring and summer. Here we can also find an 
octagonal bandstand, covered with traditional roof tiles, built on the same location as 
the former bandstand, which has been the stage for musical bands in various local 
parties. 

RR  ––  SSeevveenn  aarrcchheess’’  bbrriiddggee  ((11888833))  
This bridge was built in 1883 and, at that time, it was a big step in the improvement 
of accessibilities into Vila de Nordeste, enabling a link between the two shores of the 
Grota dos Pelames (small water course) which crosses the town from the Southwest 
to Northeast and East. 
It’s a remarkable construction, built in stone, that’s developed in a succession of seven 
arches (from which its name originated) separated by lateral supports that mark the 
geometric rate of the bridge. The pavement of the bridge is protected by metal guards. 
It is 122 meters long, arches with 8 meters of diameter and measures 13 meters at the 
highest point. 

SS  ––  TToowwnn  HHaallll  ((11887755))  
The Town Hall was built in 1875, designed by Mariano Augusto Machado Faria 
e Maia. It’s located in the square Praça da República, in the place where previously 
there once was a small building that served as “Home of the Chamber”. It’s an 
important reference from the 19th-century’s civil architecture in Nordeste. 

TT  ––  SSããoo  JJoorrggee’’ss  CChhuurrcchh  ((11779966))  
The Church that we see today in the center of Vila de Nordeste was built in 1796, 
having the construction date been inscribed above the central door of the main facade. 

It has three aisles (each with a chapel near the altar), which correspond to the 
tripartite facade, and has a Bell Tower on the right side of the facade, which 
corresponds to a model (Baroque-inspired with influences from Portuguese Chã 
architecture) widely spread throughout the island of São Miguel since the 18th 
century. The windows, doors and the main facade’s decoration feature a design 
characteristic of the late-Baroque Portuguese architecture, giving it a more erudite 
aspect by introducing waves and adding decorative elements on the windows and 
doors, as used during that time in the island of São Miguel. 

UU  ––  EEtthhnnooggrraapphhiicc  MMuusseeuumm  
The Ethnographic Museum of Vila de Nordeste was opened to the public in 1989, 
alongside the commemoration of the 475 years of the village, bringing together a great 
ethnographic collection that represents the domestic life, the farm work, weaving, 
ceramics, elementary education, religiosity and other aspects of rural life. Here you 
can find traditional objects from rural life, a traditional Azorean kitchen with dishes 
usually used at old dinner tables, as well as examples of pottery from Vila Franca do 
Campo, ceramics from Lagoa, traditional costumes, a loom and Linen works, the 
production of old and traditional clay tiles and a section dedicated to sacred art. 
Recently it was added a section with an interesting collection from an old elementary 
school from the Plano dos Centerários' working plan (1950-1960), including 
furniture and teaching materials. 

VV  ––  AArrtt  ggaalllleerryy  
This is a 19th century building, with two floors and regular designed main facade, 
which adopts the language of civil architecture from that time. It faces the square 
Praça da República that, since the 19th century, is the central urban element of the 
village and where you can find the main services such as the Town Hall and the 
Church. The top floor of the building was adapted, in 2005, to an Art Gallery. In an 
adjacent room, there is an internet booth open to the public on weekdays. 

WW  ––  FFoorrmmeerr  MMiisseerriiccóórrddiiaa’’ss  hhoossppiittaall  
This house once belonged to the politician António Alves de Oliveira who offered it 
to install Misericórdia’s hospital in the late 19th century. Over the years it served 
various services:  hospital, free-time activity centre, home of the Santa Casa da 
Misericórdia and residence for homeless people. 

XX  ––  FFoorrmmeerr  eelleemmeennttaarryy  sscchhooooll  ((1199tthh//2200tthh  cceennttuurryy))  
At the end of the 19th century (1899) the Town Council decided to build this new 
school which, in this architectural style, was the first on the island of São Miguel. 
The school opened in 1903. 
This building has only one floor. Its asymmetrical facade and neoclassical taste decor 
give it a unique aspect in Nordeste’s context and in the urban language of the 
village. 

YY  ––  HHoouussee  ffrroomm  tthhee  1188tthh//1199tthh  cceennttuurryy  aanndd  mmaaiinn  ssttrreeeett  
This house is a unique example in Nordeste with regard to the constructive 
characteristics of the facade, which can date back to the 18th/19th century, though it's 
not known with accuracy the date of its construction. The doors and windows with 
curved beams and cornices, the balconies protected by iron guards, the kind of corners 
of the house, the expressive cornice and basement of the façade, give it a rare character 
in Nordeste. 
The main street Rua António Alves de Oliveira presents a remarkable 
homogeneity, revealing characteristics belonging to the 19th century. 

ZZ  ––  OOlldd  ffoouunnttaaiinn  ((2200tthh  cceennttuurryy))  
This fountain presents an architectural language from the period of Estado Novo, 
from the mid-20th century. It's located on a corner between streets, in a niche, flanked 
by banquettes. 

AAAA  ––  OOlldd  ffoouunnttaaiinn  
This fountain, taking into account its constructive characteristics, may have been 
built in the early 20th century. It has very simple formal language and is formed by a 
niche on a wall of a house. The top of the niche is arched. The back wall has the 
fountain itself, made of stone, which overlaps a circular chart whose inscriptions are 
illegible. The tap was located at the axis of the fountain, over the basin. 

BBBB  ––  EElleemmeennttaarryy  sscchhooooll  ((11995555))  
The school that existed in Vila de Nordeste, since 1903, lacked space for its students. 
In that regard, the new school was built in 1951. It was included in the construction 
plan named Plano dos Centenários, which was developed all over the country. The 
new building has two floors and four classrooms. It was expanded in 2001, although 
maintaining the characteristics of the main building. 

CCCC  ––  RReeccrreeaattiioonnaall  ffoorreesstt  rreesseerrvv  ooff  NNoorrddeessttee''ss  nnuurrsseerryy    
The recreational forest reserve of Nordeste's nursery was established in 1989 near 
the headquarters of the Serviço Florestal do Nordeste (forest services), in Vila de 
Nordeste, whose Park covers approximately 4 hectares. The trails are flanked by 
azaleas that, in spring time, give this space a unique and remarkable beauty. At this 
Park you can visit one of the largest nurseries in the Azores where, every year, are 
produced several forest species (specially autochthonous species and endemic species 
of the Azores) which are intended to promote the recovery of the Laurissilva forest 
(the endemic kind of forest that exists in the Azores). 
The Centre Centro de Divulgação Florestal do Nordeste opened in 2012 and can 
be visited during working days of the offices. This Centre is intended to disseminate 

work developed by these services, as well as to promote the safeguarding of forest 
resources and still honor those who, somehow, have contributed with their work and 
dedication to the preservation of forests in the Azores. 

 DDDD  --  OOlldd  ffoouunnttaaiinn  ((11990088))  
This fountain was built in the early 20th century. It has very simple formal language 
and is formed by a niche with a rectangular frame, made of stone, inserted on a wall at 
the corner between two streets. The old tap stood on a rectangular niche, at the bottom 
of the frame, on which lies an elliptical stone with the date 1908. In Vila de 
Nordeste this is probably the oldest fountain remaining.  

EEEE  ––  PPoonnttaa  ddoo  AArrnneell''ss  ssiigghhttsseeeeiinngg  ppooiinntt    
This sightseeing point  is a small area overlooking the sea, located in the area of 
Nazaré, with a privileged view to the hill Ponta do Arnel, where you will find the 
lighthouse in its prominent position (from the South side) and the Vila de Nordeste 
(from the North side). 
This site is a meeting point for the residents of Nazaré, especially in late and sunny 
Sunday afternoons, which has been a tradition for many years. 

FFFF  ––  NNoossssaa  SSeennhhoorraa  ddaa  NNaazzaarréé''ss  CChhaappeell  ((11882255))  
The existence of a Chapel dedicated to Nossa Senhora da Nazaré in Nordeste is very 
old because it already appears in writings left by the 16th-century chronicler Gaspar 
Frutuoso. This means that one temple already existed at this location since the 16th 
century. However, the existing Chapel has features from the 19th-century architecture 
and is dated 1825, inscribed on the main facade, corresponding to the last reconstruction. 
It's located in a small churchyard elevated from the road, accessible by a staircase made 
of stone. Its peculiar location, overlooking the sea, situated at the top of the access road to 
the harbor (fishing port) and to the lighthouse, although facing the road and the village, 
gives it a peculiar effect of "southern limit" of the village. 

GGGG  --  PPoonnttaa  ddoo  AArrnneell''ss  lliigghhtthhoouussee  ((11887766))  
This lighthouse was built on the East coast of the island of São Miguel, in the area of 
Nazaré, in 1876. It was designed by the engineer Ricardo Júlio Ferraz. It was the 
first modern lighthouse to be installed in the Azorean islands, serving as a guide to 
the vessels that, without other light beyond the stars, roamed the Atlantic Ocean. 
Here worked one of the first three women lighthouse-keepers of the country. 

HHHH  ––  FFiisshhiinngg  ppoorrtt  ((hhaarrbboouurr))  
Located on Ponta do Arnel, this port is one of the most important sites in the history 
of Nordeste, since it was here that, in the second half of the 15th century, the settlers 
who came to occupy this part of the island of São Miguel entered this territory. Here, 
they found a safe place to access the Ocean and steep enough to avoid unwanted 
visitors. 
The port itself was built in 1556 by order of King D. João III, about 42 years after 
Vila de Nordeste was elevated to village. Over the centuries it was repeatedly 
destroyed by the sea and consequently repaired. The last major reconstruction 
occurred in 1875. 
We advise visitors not to go by car to the port nor to the lighthouse, because the road 
is very steep and dangerous. 

IIII  ––  PPiiccnniicc  ppaarrkk  
This small picnic Park was built in 2013, along the old road Estrada Regional, 
providing a recreational space with a privileged ocean view. It offers a set of covered 
tables and benches where you can picnic and rest in a relaxing environment. It also 
has a parking spot where visitors should leave their cars when visiting the lighthouse 
and the fishing port. 

JJJJ  ––  NNoossssaa  SSeennhhoorraa  MMããee  ddee  DDeeuuss''  CChhaappeell  ((rruuiinnss))  
There are records which say that in the first quarter of the 16th century (about 1526), 
a private Chapel was built by orders from João Soares (also known as João Soares 
de Albergaria), at the South limit of the village, dedicated to Nossa Senhora Mãe 
de Deus (the Mother of God). 
Currently between Vila de Nordeste and Pedreira, it's possible to see, along the 
ancient road Estrada Regional, the ruins of a Chapel with 19th-century 
architectural characteristics. 
At the Ethnographic Museum of Vila de Nordeste a sculpture of Mother Mary with 
Baby Jesus is exhibited, dating from the 18th century, which probably belonged to this 
old  Chapel. 

KKKK  --  VViissttaa  ddooss  BBaarrccooss''  ssiigghhttsseeeeiinngg  ppooiinntt    
Located at the top of the hills between Pedreira and Vila de Nordeste, this is one of the 
best places to see the lighthouse and the fishing port. It's a reference point in Nordeste 
because, historically, this area was privileged to see the vessels which came from the 
Mainland. That fact gave the name to the place: Vista dos Barcos (which means "boats 
sightseeing point"). 
From a geostrategic point of view, this coastline between Ponta do Arnel and Ponta da 
Marquesa – the easternmost points of the island, where this sightseeing point is located 
– is of the most important places in the Azorean islands because it’s a kind of gateway to 
the archipelago. For over 500 years, the only way of accessing the Azores was by sea and 
this was the first place to be seen by vessels which came from the Mainland. 


